STATEMENT ON LABELING

Labeling is the practice of describing or designating certain library materials, by affixing a
prejudicial label to them or segregating them by a prejudicial system. The American Library
Association opposes this as a means of predisposing people's attitudes towards library materials
for the following reasons:

1. Labeling is an attempt to prejudice attitudes and as such, it is a censor's tool.

2. Some find it easy and even proper, according to their ethics, to establish criteria for judging
publications as objectionable. However, injustice and ignorance rather than justice and
enlightenment result from such practices, and the American Library Association
opposes the establishment of such criteria.

3. Libraries do not advocate the ideas found in their collections. The presence of books and
other resources in a library does not indicate endorsement of their contents by the library.

The American Library Association opposes efforts which aim at closing any path to knowledge.
This statement does not, however, exclude the adoption of organizational schemes designed as
directional aids or to facilitate access to materials.
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